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“I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel: which is not
another; but there be some that trouble
you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:6-8.

n recent times we have had a num-

ber of opportunities to converse with

Jehovah'’s Witnesses and Mormons
(also known as The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints). For someone who
is unfamiliar with the teachings of these
two cults, they could easily be misled into
thinking that they are just another Christian
denomination.

In one conversation with a gentleman who
was distributing Watchtower Society (the
publishing arm of the JW'’s) literature, |
made it very clear that the message of the
Watchtower Society is not the message
which Evangelical Christians hold to. JW'’s
do not believe in the triune nature of God,
and also believe that before His incarnation,
Jesus was the Archangel Michael.

In 2 Corinthians 11:4 the Apostle Paul
warned his hearers about deceivers who
will come preaching “..another Jesus whom
we have not preached”. The above is just
one of many examples that one may come
across when dealing with different cults.

All of this though should make the true
believer even more resolute to be a faith-
ful witness of the Gospel of our Lord and
Saviour.

The following commentary by Rick Renner
will hopefully add light to this whole subject
and by God’s grace allow us, who are heirs
of the ‘Great Commission’ to our genera-
tion, to minister with greater boldness.

“The word ‘preach’ comes from the Greek
word ‘kerusso’, which means to proclaim, to
declare, to announce, or to herald a mes-
sage. It was the message proclaimed by

the kerux [pronounced ‘Kay’-roox’ Ed.], who
was the official spokesman or herald of a

king. Because the kerux was the appointed,
official representative of the king or govern-
ment, his specific job was to announce

with a clear and unquestionable voice the
desires, dictates, orders, recent events,
news, policy changes, or message that the
king or government wished to express to
the people.

“The position of this kerux (‘spokesman’ or
‘herald’) was viewed to be the highest, most
noble, privileged position in the kingdom
because his position gave him routine ac-
cess to the king that was afforded only to
rare individuals. To be the king’s kerux was
an honour and supreme privilege that ne-
cessitated the highest level of professional-
ism and excellent performance.

“When the king wanted to give a message
to his people, he summoned the kerux.

The kerux came to the king’s throne room
with writing instrument and paper in hand;
then he carefully and accurately penned
the communication that the king desired to
express to his people. After the king was fin-
ished dictating his message, the kerux was
allowed to freely speak to the king and to
ask questions of clarification to make cer-
tain he understood every point of the king’s
message. Because this man was speaking
on behalf of the king, there was no room
for mistakes in his delivery of the message.
When he finally stood before the people to
announce the message given to him, it had
to be accurate, precise, and faithful to what
the king wanted to express to his people.

“As important as it was for the kerux to ac-
curately understand and communicate the
king’s message, it was equally his responsi-
bility to capture and convey the sentiment,
heart, and emotions of the king on these
various issues. Thus, the kerux was expect-
ed to deliver his message with emotional
impact in order to properly represent both
the word and the heart of the king.”*

| trust that the application of the above
commentary will be obvious to most of us.
We are the Lord’s ‘Kerux’ and He is wanting
us to be faithful witnesses making known
the glorious Gospel of our salvation. In line
with this theme we have a number of arti-
cles in this issue that | trust will encourage
us all to be that faithful witness.

In this issue we have reprinted part 1 of

L. M. Munhall’s article entitled, “The
Doctrines of Successful Evangelism.” On
page 14, we have an article taken from the
‘School of Biblical Evangelism’ on “What

makes a group non-Christian”. Also in this
issue we have a report on the ANZAC Day
Gospel tract outreaches that took place
around the country this year.

Until next time ....

1 Rick Renner, Sparkling Gems From the Greek (Tulsa,
Oklahoma: Teach All Nations, 2003) p. 469. www.ren-
ner.org/evangelism/what-does-preach-mean
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By Ps Nicholas Onyango

In the book of John 3:3-7, we see Jesus con-
versing with Nicodemus about being born
again. Many can be asking that similar ques-
tion as did Nicodemus. It is my prayer that at
the end of this brief message, you will surely
understand what it means to be born again.

The first time we are born, it is physical,
that's our ‘birth’ day. The second time that
we must be born, which Jesus stresses to
Nicodemus, is spiritual. Hence the term
‘born again’ is derived. Without this experi-
ence, Jesus said, no one can enter the king-
dom of God. Now we can see an urgent need
of salvation to all the human race. Man is
sinful from birth, hence the need of the new
birth which we call ‘salvation’ or being ‘born
again’, without which we are doomed to fiery
hell and judgement before God.

Since we are all descendants of Adam, we
have the sinful nature in us and we have

all sinned and fallen short of God's glory
(Romans 3:23). When we receive Jesus in
our heart by faith, we are born again and all
our sinful nature, which is the Adam’s-man,
dies and the Christ-man arises in us and our
self now becomes a new creation. It is not
us/self living again but Christ in us, the hope
of glory (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:7).
When you're born in the Spirit, you receive
the mind and the new heart of Christ which

From the Mission Desk
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yields to Godly thoughts and pure desires
(Ezekiel 18:31). Everyone born in this world
needs salvation in order to get there in
Heaven.

Man is prone to sin, and hence needs God's
forgiveness and a spiritual rebirth. We sin be-
cause we are sinners from birth, not sinners
because we sin. Do you now see the need
of salvation for yourself, family and friends?
You can be saved today, only believe in your
heart and confess with your mouth (Romans
10:9). Jesus died for us that no one should
perish but have eternal life. This is the free
gift of eternal life, no money, no works but
only by faith. Heaven is real, Hell is real ....
choose your place of eternal destiny today.
God bless.

Nicholas Onyango

Pastor Nicholas Onyango is

the National Director of SOTC

- Kenya. He also oversees SOTC
church in Nairobi and conducts
evangelism training in various
churches and ministries in
Kenya with a strong zeal and passion of seeing
the lost won to Christ and the church rising to
maturity through effective evangelism. He is
married to Esther and together they have two
children.
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HOME BASED

ore and more people are
Mspending most of their

days at home. Fifty years
ago this was not the case.

Back then the only people you
would find staying at home during
the working week were mothers
and the sick. However, with the

advent of modern technology,

many today are choosing to leave

the office or whatever and work
from their own home, whether
they be office workers, execu-
tives, hairdressers or even graphic
designers.

So, how can these people ever
reach the lost, if they rarely leave
home. Hopefully this article will give
some suggestions for those who
are house-bound, whether
by choice or not,
while neverthe-
less encouraging
those who can,
to still venture
out into the
world and
preach the
Gospel to
every crea-
ture.
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For myself,
Home-
based
Evangelism
(which is
my name
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for it), came about out of necessity. |

am a ‘mostly’ stay-at-home Mum who
homeschools two of my three children,
runs among other things a Graphic Design
business, and along with my husband,
writes and designs this magazine, as well
as tracts and other material as part of our
call to equip believers in evangelism. So
my days can get quite busy - to the point
that | may not go anywhere for two or
three days. Even then, it is often just a trip
to the shops or kids’ sport.

Whilst being a witness to my children

is, and should be, my first priority, it is
nevertheless my daily prayer that the Lord
would give me Divine Appointments every
day. And He does. Whether it be door
salesmen, Mormons or Jehovah Witness-
es, the Lord just brings people along who
need to hear the Gospel.

But do you know my most fruitful place of
sharing the Gospel, and my main reason
for sharing this story? Telemarketers.

You know, the people who ring you up
about funeral insurance, life insurance

or even the computer scammers. Well, |
used to just fob them off or say | wasn’t
interested and hang up. Then the Lord re-
ally convicted me that these were missed
opportunties for the Gospel.

So ever since then, | try to take every op-
portunity to share the Gospel. Out of this,
| have had many very fruitful conversa-
tions with people from all over the world,
especially from India, where a lot of Aus-
tralian companies get their telemarketers.

Probably the easiest conversations are
with funeral insurance people, because
they are already talking to you about
death. It is a natural progression then to
talk about where we go when we die and
then about sin, righteousness, judgement,
the cross, repentance and faith.

But phone witnessing is not limited to
telemarketers calling you. In fact, anytime
I am on the phone these days - which

can be a lot - | try to talk to whomsoever
about the Lord.

Recently, | had to update some details

on my phone account. | tried unsuccess-
fully to do it online and even ‘chatted’

to someone from their company online.
(For those who don’t know, ‘chat’ is like
texting, but online.) However, eventually
| had to call someone. My ‘chat’ person
stayed online to make sure it all got fixed.

Well, long story short, | spoke on the
phone to someone who sorted it all out. |
then started asking if they believed in God
and what happens when we die. This led

into a really fruitful conversation about
the Gospel. After | hung up, | got back to
my ‘chat’ person who was still online wait-
ing. After | thanked them for their help, |
started a similar conversation with them
about the Gospel, still via ‘chat’.

What | am trying to say, is that opportuni-
ties are there every day, in your home, if
you will ask the Lord to give them to you.

When | do go out, | am more focused on
using that time for the Lord. Not surpris-
ingly, opportunities present themselves
everywhere - mums at the kid’s tennis
practice, people sitting on the next bench
at lunch, shop assistants in the supermar-
ket or the salespeople who set up tempo-
rary stalls in shopping centres.

So whether you are home-based by
choice or necessity, a Mum, Dad, worker,
elderly, or even injured, ask the Lord
each day to give you opportunities to be
His witness. And then “make the most of
every opportunity”. (Colossians 4:5)

» Let them give their ‘spiel’ before talking about the things of God. You will have
a much better chance of them listening to you, if you first listen to them.

» Be mindful that they are on a time limit and usually monitored, so learn to
share the Gospel clearly, but succinctly, as you may get cut short at any time.

» Don’t ask for personal information, except their first name, unless they offer it.

» Always try to at least give them a website to go to such as www.needgod.com



message of Christ’s sacrifice for sinful man at a time when people’s
hearts are tender to think about death and sacrifice. This year was
no different.

The ANZAC Day outreach is a wonderful opportunity to share the

Using our ‘Fighting McKenzie’ Gospel tract, Christians from around the
country and overseas mobilised to be His witnesses. In past years We have
only shared testimonies from our Rockhampton outreach, but this year
asked for testimonies from others who used our tractin an outreach.

This year, over 12,000 tracts were distributed throughout Australia and
New Zealand by people of all ages and packgrounds. For some this was
their first time to share the Gospel or do anything for the Kingdom, others
were seasoned evangelists. Their common thread? Their mutual love for
the Lord and desire to see the lost saved.

It is our hope in sharing testimonies from faithful witnesses that you, the
reader, would be encouraged to boldly go forth and “preach the Gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15), realising that it is God Who saves, not us.
We can give someone a tract, or share the Gospel message, but ultimate-
ly, how they respond is between them and God. Rest assured, however,
they will respond.

1 Corinthians 1:18 says “For the message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, put to us who are being saved it is the power

of God.” The Gospel polarises people. When someone hears or, asinthe
case of a tract, reads the Gospel, generally three responses will result.
some will, by the Grace of God, believe the message and, through the
conviction of the Holy Spirit, repent and trust in Christ as Lord and Saviour.
Others, like one man that | met, will get angry with the message and the
messenger, because the Word has convicted them of their sin and they,
like many of us at one time, don’t want to deal with it. Still others will
remain proud of heart and reject the message by dismissing it as foolish-
ness. Regardless of the response to the Gospel, God calls us to be faithful
to Him and His Word. He will do the rest, so that the Glory goes to Him,
not to us.

If you are encouraged by these testimonies and wish to organise your own
ANZAC Day outreach next year, please contact us (See page 2 for details)
or One Million Tracts Australia (www.evangelism.com.au).
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irst of all, What constitutes Suc-

cessful Evangelism? Some will

answer, “Great audiences, elo-

quent preaching and soul-stir-
ring music.” But | reply, “We may have
all these and not have real evangelism;
as we may have successful evangelism
without them.”

Others will answer, “Any movement that
will add large numbers to the member-
ship of the churches.” | reply, “We may
have successful evangelism and not
many be added to the churches; and,
we may have large numbers added to
the churches’ membership without suc-
cessful evangelism.”

Yet others will answer, “A work or
effort that will bring into the church
people who will be steadfast.” | reply,
“We may have members added to

the church who will hold out, and the
work, evangelistically, be unsuccessful;
and we may have a highly successful
evangelistic work and the accessions to
the churches from it not hold out for
any great length
of time.” Let us
briefly consider
three points:

MiEl=S = §

First, No matter

how great the mul-

titude, eloquent the

preaching and soul stirring

the singing, if the God-ordained
conditions are not fully met, failure
is inevitable. While these things

are of value they are dispensable.
Great successes have been achieved
without them.

Second, | have known not a few
evangelistic campaigns to be suc-
cessful, as such, in a marked degree,
and one or more churches identi-
fied with it, professedly, received
but a few members, or none, from
the movement. They united in the
movement from wrong motives.
They were not prepared for the
work; were formal, worldly and un-
spiritual; were without faith. Putting
nothing of value into the work, they
got nothing out of it. Or the work
was not properly followed up.

Also, | have known not a few widely
advertised and thoroughly organ-
ized evangelistic campaigns, in
which mere sentiment was far more
conspicuous than the Holy Spirit,
and the lachrymals more frequently
appealed to than the intellect and

conscience; and large numbers were
added to the membership of the coop-
erating churches, who knew nothing
whatever of the regenerating work of
the Holy Ghost.

Third, | have known not a few persons
who have been faithful members of the
church for many years and never been
born again - "had a name to live and
were dead.” There are many churches
full of life, and apparently great suc-
cesses, because of humanitarian, edu-
cational and socialistic matters in which
they are engaged, and entertainments
that they give from time to time; and
some of the members who give most
time and money to these things, and
take most pride in them, are spiritually
dead.

Also, |
have known | p per-
sons, who
were, with- out
doubt, saved and
sincere, ! to

unite with the church as a result of an
evangelistic campaign, to run well for

a season and then fall away; and the
falling away was unjustly charged to
the campaign. The real cause of it may
have been one or more of the following
reasons:

First, The atmosphere of the church
was not congenial, being unspiritual
and cold. This is of vital importance to
“babes in Christ.”

Second, In not a few instances the
pastors, instead of “feeding the church
of God,” with “the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby,”
were like those mentioned in the
twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah; or
have turned their pulpits into lecture
platforms, and the members going for
bread received a stone; and in many
cases were off after false teachers who
promised them what they needed,
and what they should have received at
home.

Third, The
positively
bad ex-
ample set
by a large

majority of
the members
of most churches,
in that they con-
spicuously fail to meet
their solemn obligations to
God and the church. And
there are yet other reasons
for the falling away of the
weak and inexperienced.

By Leander



But again it is asked, “What constitutes
successful evangelism?” | answer,
“Preaching the Gospel according to
Divine conditions and directions.” In the
great commission, as given by Matthew,
Jesus said, “Teach all nations.” Make
disciples, is what the word “teach” here
means. Mark puts it in these words,
“Preach the Gospel to every creature.”
Luke states it thus, “Repentance and
remission of sins should be preached

in His name among all nations.” And in
Acts 1:8, Jesus said, “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut-
termost part of the earth.”

The Conditions

What are the conditions? First, Disciple-
ship. Jesus commissioned only such.
One must know, experimentally, the
power and joy of the Gospel before he
is competent to tell it out.

Second, Power. The disciples were told
to “Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until
ye be endued with power from on high.”
Since the apostles and disciples of our
Lord, who waited personally upon His
wonderful ministry and witnessed His
marvellous doings, were not quali-

fied for testimony and service without
power from on high, we, most surely,
must have Divine help. “Without Me ye
can do nothing.”

Third, Faith. Since the Almighty One has
said, “For as the rain cometh down, and
the snow from heaven, and returneth

not thither, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it
may give seed to the sower and bread
to the eater: so shall My word be that
goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall
not return unto Me void, but it shall ac-
complish that which | please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto | sent it,”
the proclaimer need have no misgiving
as to the result, knowing full well that
“He is faithful that promised.”

The Directions

What are the directions? First, “Go into
all the world” and tell it “to every crea-
ture.” The field is the wide world; and

the good news is for every soul of man.

Second, It is to be “preached.” The
God-sent preacher is a kerux - a herald.
He has no message of his own. It is the
King’s message he is to proclaim. Ac-
cording to the heraldic law, if the herald
substituted so much as a word of his
own for the king’s, he was beheaded.

If this law was enforced in these days a
lot of preachers would lose their heads,
indeed many have lost their heads,
judging by the kind of messages they
are delivering.

Third, The preacher is to be brave, a
witness-martus-martyr. All the apos-
tles, like our Lord, went to martyrdom
for faithfully proclaiming the Word of
God. The Master said, “If they have
persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you.” And, “Woe unto you, when all men
shall speak well of you, for so did their
fathers to the false prophets.” Paul said,
“If | yet pleased men, | should not be the

0
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servant of Christ.” The mind of the natu-
ral man is enmity against God; therefore
the unsaved demand of the preacher,
“Prophesy not unto us right things,
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy
deceits;” and a premium is placed upon
finesse by many in authority in the
church. Because of this, it requires as
sublime courage in these days to speak
faithfully the Word of God as was shown
by Micaiah, when he stood before Ahab,
Jehosaphat and the four hundred lying
prophets; or Simon Peter when he said
to the threatening, wrathful rulers of
Israel, “We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.” There
never was so much need of fearlessness
on the part of the servant of God as in
these days; brave true men, who will
not receive honors of men, or seek their
own, are absolutely necessary to suc-
cessful evangelism.

The Message

Now then, as to the message itself:
Timothy was commanded to “Do the
work of an evangelist;” and, in doing it,
to “Preach the Word ... with all long-suf-
fering and doctrine.” Doctrinal preach-
ing is therefore necessary to evangelistic
success. But what doctrines? | answer,
First, Sin - its universality, nature and
consequences.

(a) Universality. “As by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned, ... by one man’s
offence death reigned by one, ... by the
offence of one, judgment came upon all
men to condemnation, ... by one man’s

Part 1
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He who preaches the love of God to the
exclusion of God’s justice and wrath
proclaims but idle sentiment.”

disobedience many were made sinners,”
etc. (Romans 5:12-21. See also Psalm
51:5; 58:3; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans
3:10; 1 John 1:8,10, etc.)

(b) Nature. There are numerous words
in the Bible rendered sin; and these
words mean iniquity, offence, trespass,
failure, error, go astray, to cause to sin,
and miss the mark. In 1 John 3:4 we are
told that “Sin is the transgression of the
law.” The word rendered transgression is
anomia, and means lawlessness. Failure
to conform to the law is as certainly sin
as to violate the commandments of God.
Unbelief is sin. (John 16:9; 3:18).

In Genesis 6:5 we are told, “God saw

that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually,” and in Genesis 8:21, “The
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth.” The word rendered imagination in
these passages signifies also the desires
and purposes of the individual.

Therefore guilt lies in the desires and
purposes as certainly as in the act. The
common law requires that one shall
have committed an overt act of viola-
tion before he can be adjudged guilty.
But according to the Divine law one is
guilty even though he never committed
an overt act, since guilt lies in the desires
and purposes of the heart. “Whosoever
hateth his brother is a murderer” (1 John
3:15). “Whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart” (Matthew
5:28). “The Lord seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart”
(1 Samuel 16:7).

Because of the “lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,”
every mouth is stopped and the whole
world is guilty before God. (Romans 3:19).

The Almighty and Sovereign Creator is
infinite in holiness. Therefore His “law is
holy, and the commandment holy, and
just, and good.” Sin is ruinous, heinous
and damning: the most awful thing in the
universe.

(c) Consequences. Sin separates and
estranges the sinner from God; and he
becomes an enemy of God by wicked
works (Romans 8:7), has no peace (Isaiah
57:21), no rest (Isaiah 57:20), is polluted

Ephesians 4:17-19), condemned (John
3:18), and without hope (Ephesians 2:12).
Oh, the curse and ruin of sin!

If unrepenting and unbelieving, the future
has for him, First, inexorable and awful
judgment. (See Matthew 25:30-46; He-
brews 9:27; Jude 14,15; Revelation 20:11-
13; 22:11-15). Second, the wrath of God.
(See Ezra 8:22; Psalm 21:9; John 3:36;
Romans 1:18; 2:5; 4:15; 5:9; 12:19; 13:4;
Ephesians 2:3; 5:6; Colossians 3:6; 1 Thes-
salonians 1:10; Revelation 6:16,17; 14:10;
16:19; 19:15, etc.). And third, eternal
torments. (See Psalm 11:6; Isaiah 33:14;
Daniel 12:2; Matthew 3:12; 22:11-13;
23:33; 25:41, 46; Mark 9:43,48; Luke 12:5;
16:22-31; John 5:28,29; 2 Thessalonians
1:7-9; Hebrews 10:28,29; 2 Peter 3:5-12;
Revelation 19:20; 20:14,15; 21:8, etc.)

The preacher who ignores these three
awful and inexorable truths preaches an
emasculated gospel, be he never so faith-
ful in proclaiming other truth.

He who preaches the love of God to

the exclusion of God’s justice and wrath
proclaims but idle sentiment. No one

will ever truly desire salvation unless

he first realizes that there is something

to be saved from. “By faith Noah, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the
saving of his house” (Hebrews 11:7); all of
which symbolizes the sinner’s condition,
need, motive and hope. In no way can
the love of God be so clearly, beautifully
and convincingly set forth as in the fact
that God makes plain to the sinner his
condition and peril, and then shows him
the way of escape, having, in His great
mercy, Himself provided it at infinite cost.
Now, at this point the Gospel comes in as
indeed good news, showing God’s love for
the sinner.

The supreme motive for the atoning work
of our Lord was His infinite love for us.
The supreme object had in view was to
save us from eternal ruin. “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life” (John 3:16).

Our Lord, while among men, had far

more to say about the doom of the finally
impenitent than about love and heaven. Is
it not wise and safe to follow His example
who said, “The word which ye hear is not
Mine, but the Father’s which sent Me.”

How can any minister reasonably expect
to have evangelistic success if he fails to
imitate the Master in this particular?

“When | say unto the wicked, O wicked
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost
not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy
hand” (Ezekiel 33:8).

Second, Redemption through Jesus’
blood.

“The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us
all” (Isaiah 53:6). “The Son of Man came
... to give His life a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:45). “For Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God, being put
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). “For He hath made
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). “For
Christ is the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believeth” (Romans
10:4). “Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for
us; for it is written, Cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13).
“And ye are not your own. For ye are
bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20.
See also Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:22;
Matthew 20:28; 26:28; John 3:14,16;
Romans 3:24-26; 5:9; 1 Corinthians 1:30;
10:16; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Ephesians
1:7; 2:13- 17; Colossians 1:14,19-22; 1
Timothy 2:6; Hebrews 9:12-14,24- 26;
10:19; 13:12; 1 Peter 1:2,18,19; 2:24; 1
John 1:7; Revelation 1:5; 5:9; 12:11).

Leander Whitcomb Munhall
(1843-1934)

Born in Zanesville, Ohio in 1843, the son
of David Munhall and Abigail Rice Moore,
Munhall was a Methodist evangelist. He
married Mary Emily Thomas and had five
children. Munhall did a fair amount of
moving: In 1850 he was still in Zanesville,
but he was in Mill Creek Township, Ohio,
by 1860; Indianapolis, Indiana, by 1880;
and from 1910 to 1930 he was in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania until his death on
January 7, 1934.
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experience?

When confronted with one
of today’s most divisive issues, he feels compelled to speak, but can he?
Challenged by his coworker Diana (Molly Ritter) to defend his convic-
tions about homosexuality and gay marriage, will he have the courage
to stand for what he believes—even at the risk of losing a friendship?
And how will he respond when faced with a harrowing life-or-death

From Living Waters, creators of the award-winning TV program “The Way of
the Master” and the hit movies “180” and “Evolution vs. God,” comes the
powerful film “Audacity.” Executive produced by TV co-host and best-selling
author Ray Comfort (Hell's Best Kept Secret, Scientific Facts in the Bible), this
film delivers an unexpected, eye-opening look at the controversial topic of
homosexuality.

Peter (Travis Owens) is an aspiring comedian encouraged by his friend Ben
(Ben Price, Australia’s Got Talent finalist) to perform at the lo-
cal comedy club. But stage
fright isn’t Peter’s only fear.

wusse  “Audacity” uses

a unique ap-
proach to address a very sensi-

tive subject in contemporary society. Regardless of your views

on the gay lifestyle, you’ll gain fresh insights and a new perspective.

“Audacity” can be purchased for pre-release download now. It will

for details.

— AudaciiyMovie.com

Go-to-page 2 for contact details or signup on our website
www.soldiersofthecross.com.au

* Postuge charges apply for overseas Hordcopy subscribery

be officially released on YouTube on August 19. Check their website
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By Matthew J. Slick

here are many non-Christian
religions and cults in America:
Mormonism, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, Christian Science, Unity,
The Way International, Unitarianism, etc.
All claim special revelation and privilege.

The dictionary defines a cult as “a system
of religious worship or ritual; devoted
attachment to, or extravagant admiration
for, a person, principle, etc.; a group of
followers.” This is a typical secular defini-
tion and by it, any believer in any god is

a cultist, even atheists since they have an
admiration for a principle and are a group
of followers of the philosophy of atheism.

The definition | use for “non-Christian
cult” or “non-Christian religion” en-
compasses groups that may or may not
include the Bible in their set of authorita-
tive scriptures. If a group does include the
Bible, it distorts the true biblical doctrines
that effect salvation sufficiently so as to
void salvation. If it doesn’t use the Bible,
it is a non-Christian religion and does
not participate in the benefit of divine
revelation.

The term “cult” can range
from any group of
worshipers of any
god who pay

no atten-
tion to the
Bible, to
a small,
highly
para-
noid,
apoca-
lyptic
peo-

ple
who
gath-

around a charismatic

leader who uses the
Bible to control them.
Groups like the Mor-
mons and Jehovah’s
Witnesses object to the
label “cult” because it
often gets an emotional
reaction and is a label
they want to avoid.

Most Christian book-
stores have “cult”
sections that include
Mormons, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, etc., so |l am
not alone in describing

what a non-Christian, Bible-
based cult is. Nevertheless, a
group is non-Christian when it
denies the essential doc-
trines of the Bible:

e The deity of Christ,
which involves the
Trinity



kes a group non-Ghri

® The resurrection of Jesus
e Salvation by grace alone

All of the cults add to the finished work
of Jesus on the cross. Some cult groups
even add to the Bible, e.g., Mormonism
has the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price.
Christian Science has added Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures. The
Jehovah’s Witnesses, however, have actu-
ally changed the text of the Bible to make
it fit what they want it to.

Cults add their own efforts, their own
works of righteousness to the finished
work of salvation accomplished by Jesus
on the cross. All cults say that Jesus’ sac-
rifice is sufficient, yet our works must be
“mixed with” or “added to“ His in order
to prove that we are saved and worthy of
salvation. They say one thing but believe
another. They maintain that they must try
their best to please God and prove to Him
that they are sincere, have worked hard,
and are then worthy to be with Him. In
other words, they do their best and God
takes care of the rest.

This is absolutely wrong. The Bible says
that we are saved by grace, not by works:
“For by grace you have been saved

are not saved by anything
% we do: “For we maintain
| that a man is justified by

faith apart from works of
\

through faith . . . not as a result of
e works, that no one should boast”.
I' ;:‘ (Ephesians 2:8,9, NASB); we

the Law” (Romans 3:28,
NASB). Because if there
was anything that we
could do to merit the
forgiveness of our
sins, then Jesus dieo

i
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Christ Jesus, even we have believed in
Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by
faith in Christ, and not by the works of the
Law; since by the works of the Law shall
no flesh be justified . . . | do not nullify the
grace of God, for if righteousness comes
through the Law, then Christ died need-
lessly” (Galatians 2:16,21,NASB).

People in cults will often cite James 2:26,
which says that faith without works is
dead, in an attempt to demonstrate that
works are part of becoming saved. While
it is true that faith without works is dead,
it isn’t the works that save us. James is
saying that if you have real and true faith,
it will result in real and true works of
Christianity. In other words, you do good
works because you are saved, not to get
saved. He isn’t saying that our works are
what saves us, or that they, in combina-
tion with the finished work of Christ, save
us. This agrees with Paul who tells us that
faith is what saves us: “Therefore having
been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:1). This faith is real faith, or
true saving faith, not just an empty men-
tal acknowledgment of God’s existence,
which is what those who “say” they have
faith but show no corresponding godli-
ness are guilty of. Incidentally, you should
realize that faith is only as good as the
object in which you place it. Just having
faith in something doesn’t mean you’re
saved. That is why it is important to have
the true Jesus, because if you have great
faith but it is in the wrong Jesus, then
your faith is useless.

In Mormonism, Jesus is the brother of the
devil begotten through sexual intercourse
with a god who came from another plan-
et. In Jehovah’s Witnesses, he is

not prayed to, worshiped, o
And since the Jesus of the B
one who reveals the Father
so that you may have eterna
17:3), you must have the tru
alone is the way, the truth, a
(John 14:6).

Another common denominatc
cults is their methods of twisti
ture. Some of the errors they cc
interpreting Scripture are: 1) ta
ture out of context; 2) reading in
Scriptures information that is no
3) picking and choosing only Script
that suit their needs; 4) ignoring ot
explanations; 5) combining Scriptur:
that don’t have anything to do with e
other; 5) quoting a verse without givin
its location; 6) incorrect definitions of
words; and 7) mistranslations. These are
only a few of the many ways cults misuse
Scripture.

If you want to be able to witness well to a
person in a cult, you need to understand
their doctrines as well as your own. It
would be a good idea to study Christian
doctrine regarding the Bible, God, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit, salvation, creation, man,
etc., to become better equipped. Through
study you will be able to answer ques-
tions that often come up in witnessing
encounters. A Christian should know hi
doctrine well enough to be able to re
nize not only what is true, but
false in a religious system (1 P
Timothy 2:15).

2sus warned us
ists and fa

Adapted from an article by the Christian Apolo-
getics and Research Ministry (www.carm.org).

Taken from The School of Biblical Evangelism.
Course No. 82. www.biblicalevangelism.com



surdity or awe, folly or forgiveness, preposterousness or power.
The condition of the heart determines how a person looks at
the cross of Christ.

The cross of Christ evokes two types of responses in people: ab-

For the unsaved business man consumed by the love of money, the
cross of Christ is simply ridiculous. As far as he is concerned, every-
thing is just fine and he has no need for any help from a weak, mu-
tilated man on a cross. For a Muslim, the cross of Christ is ludicrous.
How dare a “mere man” claim to be God. For a Jew, the cross of Christ
is blasphemous. The Messiah has not yet come. For an atheist, the
cross of Christ is stupid. God doesn’t exist. But these is another type of
person. Ah, and this one God takes great delight in!

The humble and repentant sinner who recognizes his own corruption
and understands the holy and righteous character of God. To him, the
cross of Christ is everything. It is the power of God. It is redemption.
It is the love of God on display. It is the place where forgiveness was
purchased by the precious blood of Christ.

How you view the cross of Jesus Christ determines where you will
spend eternity.

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18
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